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Vedic hymns of India the fire-god Agni " is spoken of as
born in wood, as the embryo of plants, or as distributed in
plants. He is also said to have entered into all plants or
to strive after them. When he is called the embryo of trees
or of trees as well as plants, there may be a side-glance at
the fire produced in forests by the friction of the boughs of
trees."1 In some Australian languages the words for wood
and fire are said to be the same.2

Trees that A tree which has been struck by lightning is naturally
hav^)"n regarded by the savage as charged with a double or
lightning triple portion of fire; for has he not seen the mighty
are deemed fash enter into the trunk with his own eyes ? Hence
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sarageto   perhaps we may explain some of the many superstitious
^5tnh*rged beliefs concerning trees that have been struck by lightning,
double       Thus in the opinion of the Cherokee Indians "mysterious
portion of   pr0perties attach to the wood of  a tree which has been
struck  by  lightning,  especially  when   the  tree   itself still
lives, and such wood  enters largely into the secret com-
pounds of the conjurers.    An ordinary person of the laity
will not touch it, for fear of having cracks come upon his
hands and feet, nor is it burned for fuel, for fear that lye
made from the ashes will cause consumption.    In preparing
ballplayers  for  the  contest,  the  medicine-man   sometimes
burns splinters of it to coal, which he gives to the players to
paint themselves with, in order that they may be able to
strike their opponents with all the force of a thunderbolt
Bark or wood from a tree struck by lightning, but still
green, is beaten up and put into the water in which seeds
are soaked before planting, to insure a good crop, but, on
the other hand, any lightning-struck wood thrown into the
field will cause the crop to wither, and it is believed to have
a bad effect even to go into  the field immediately after
having been near such a tree." s    Apparently the Cherokees
imagine that when wood struck by lightning is soaked in
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